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THE 11-11H RSITY Of THE STATE Of NEW YORN
THE S EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Orrice OF THE PRE ENT TVE UNIVERSITY.

AND COMMISSIONER EDUCATION

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12 4

To Chief School Administrators:

This is a new edition of a publication last revised in 1973 It'

has been brought UP to date in orderthat school off y know-

what is required by o t e to e o 'ew 'York, Rules of the

Board of Regents, and Regulations of the Commissioner of Education.
The materials contained herein are digests. In general,.they are not
theofficial wording of these requirements.

For complete statements of.,;statutory requirements, Regents Rules,
and Commissloner's Regulationq, }t is sumsted that you consult the.
"Education Lat," "Rules of the Boardof Re§ents of The University of
the State of New York," and "Regulations cif---thrmaissioner of Educe-

' tion of the State of New York," respectively.,

April '1976

On occ sion confusion has apparently aris over what is required
by the Sta- as minimum edu tional pro: and standards and what is.

recommend, by the Depart-nt as 1t practice. This digest of

minimum ( tate) requiz s intended to help clearup any such

confusi The omnend d programs and standards.can be found in the
Deol)me -variOut bull tins, reports, syllabuses, etc. Recommended

pOc ic, in a given sitUa onmay also be obtaimed from the many
compet-,t consultants and other members of /Department s ff whose

A
luncti it is to assist and encourage all setkool districts a d educe-

..tiona institutions to achieve effectively and economically th
-highe t quality o dtcation possible.

Appendix A is included ubliC'school officials in j aging

the ,quivale c school programs in their districts and o

provide nonpublic School,atthOrities with a clear picture of what is

expected.

In summarizing the laws, rules and regulations as enumerated herei4,
it is not suggested that simply adhering to them would constitute a
satisfactory educational 'ogram. distr cts exceed these absolute

\:requiremeatain varying degrees. It is the sk ofileadership in each
school district to devise the\educationat pro ram which meets the needs

of that community.

Faithfully yours,

.Nyquist

4
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MINIMUM REOHIREMENTS OR SCHOOLS

A. INSTRUCTIONAL ROGRAIV

1. Attendance

a) Each minor from 6-to 16 years of age who is 0-hysicaIl 4 and

mentally able must attend upon full-time instruction in a public,

private or parochial school. (Ed. L., 3205) *:Minors attending a

!

nonpuBlic school must receive substantially equivalent instruction to

' that offered in the public schools in the district of residence

(Ed. L., 3204, sub4. 2). A minor who is kgraduate of a four-year

high school course of study is not requirad to attend school. (Ed. L.,

3206, subd. 2

b) In city school districts -nd independent superintendencie,

boards of education have the p er to require minors from 16 to 17

years of age to atten
I

upon ful -time day instruction if such minors

are not employed. (Ed. L., 3 I , "subd. 3)
1

c)' Resident pupils over 5 and under21 years of age are lantitled

to atend school'in the school district in which they reside without

%. paying tuition, providing-they have not received a high school diploma.

(Ed. L 3202) In additi4, certain other children who reside within

the limits of a school district may be eligible to attend the public

schools of that district without payment of tuition depending upon

the circumstances d each individual case. No child may be admitted

received into anyschool, whether it be public, private, or
.

Tarocht#1, didess.s ch child has been immunized against poliomyelitis,

rubella,
.

dlObtheria and measles. (Public Health Law,

tin eitittiOns, Ed. L. referste,Education Law

CR to Commissione's Regulationk.,,

L.

.4-
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d) A child:who Attains the age of 5 by December 1 of the current

school year must be admitted to the kindergarten if a district operates

such a program'(Decision of Counsel).

e) Redbrds of attendance are required.

The principal of a school, or other persons,in charge of the

instruction upon which a minor attends, shall cause the record of his

attendance to be kept andiproduced and all appropriate inquiries in

relation thereto answered. He shill give prompt notification in writing -_

to the school authorities of the city or district of the discharge
a

or transfer of any such minor from attendance upon instruction, -Sfating

the date of the discharge or transfer of any such minor from attendance

--uppn instruction, s ting the date of the discharge, its cause, the name-

..

as of the minor, his date of rth, his place of residence prior to and

following discharge, if s place,of residence be known, and the name''

offlitiperson,in parental rela to the minor. (Ed. L., 32p, 4)

Ak
Employment certific on requirements are set forth for the

employment of wino hick include age requirements, types of employment

permitted prohibited, duties of employers, and other special pro-

visions. (Ed; L., 3215 -31)

2. Length'of S)btool Day

a) Elementary and secondary schools shall be in session for not less

than,180 days each year. The Commissioner-may approVe a deficiency not

exceedinglirge ,days during any school y"t at csoKerences held by city. or

village su erintendents.-A deficiency not xceeding six diYa during any

school, yea y be-excused where teachers attend teachers' conferences held

by the dis r ct superintendent of schools. The CoMmissioner may disregard a

deficiency oFfhe 180=daY requirement of up to five days on account oA extra-
,

ordinary adVerse weather conditions, fuel shortages, or other emergency,
,.
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conditions if the tomnissiOner.determines the district cannot rnai46-up such

instruction during the balance of the school year. (Ed. L., 3604)

b) The'ml imum length.of the - school day which is required to offer-4

the State prog
11 ams

of-stud/es.is as-follows (exclusive of,time allowed
.,,,

for lugCh):

A. Kindergarten

full day session"
2)-% halfday session

B.. Grades 1 through 6

0

C, Grades 7 through 12

Where a school is on double or overlapping sessions, the school

day shall be no less than 4 1/2'hours in the secondary grades and 4 hours

5 hours
' 2 1/ h UrS

5 hours

5' 1/2 hours

in the elementary grades. Writt,en approval of the Cqmmissioner must he

z
obtained in writing prior to scheduling such sessions forzany school year.

Included in this regulation is a provision, for' certain eXceptions

which may be granted by the-Commissioner.

c) A summer elementary school must provide a a ogram of at least

15' but not more than 30 days of instruction h class periods of at

least 45 minutes. (CR i10.1)

A summer secondary School must comprise the summer sessiot'i of

.

a registered secondary school; and provide a secondary school program

with class periods of at least 90 minutes. (CR 110.2) A summer school

session that provides 30 session's of. 90 minutes instruction each shall

be considered the equivalent of one semester of work for each subject.

4CR 110.4)

3. Teacher Load in High School

r;

The number of daily periods of classroom instruction4fote teacher

should not exceed five. A school requiring of any teacher mo \-ithanN.

3



six teaching periods a day, or a daily teaching load of more than 150

pupils, should be able'to justify the deviation from this policy.

(CR 100.2e)

4. Subjects cif Instruction

No pupil shall be refused admission to or excluded from any of the,

courses of instruction of a school because of his or her sex. (Ed. L.,

3201a1

a) Instruction is required by law in the first eight grades in

the following subjects: (Ed. L.,.3204)

arithmetic civics >,.:.%

reading hygiene
.

spelling physical education
writing New York State history
English language science
geography music and visual arts (CR.100.1e)
United States history

b) Beyond the first eight years, instruction is requited (Ed. L.,

3204 in:

English
civics

hygiene
I physical education

American history
. (Courses 'in Communism, its methods and its destructive effects may

be provided.)

c) In addition, the law (Ed. L., 801-810) requires that provision,

be made for instruction in certain special subjects, including:

Patriotism and citizenship; history,sigdificance, meaning and effect
of Constitution of the United States and amendments thereto;
Declaration of Independence; Constitution of New York State_
and amendments; 801

the flag, pledge of allegiance, certain holidays; 802
,physical education and kindred subjects; 803
nature of alcoholic drinks and harmful effects on the human

system; 804
nature and effects of narcotics and habit-forming drugs); 804a
highway safety and traffic regulation; school safety patrol;. 80b
fire drills; 807
fire prevention; 808
humane treatment of animals and birds; 809
Conservation day; 810

a_ _- - 4 -_

, \



/. .
d) Sctiool districts 'shall Provide.secondaryatudents and adults,

access to<rograms of occupational education through theii boards of
. .

education or shared services as provided by boardd-of cooperativeedu-

cational services. Authority to employ personnel, establish approved

courses, acquire facilities and equipment, or arrange for such through
.

shared services is provided -(Ed. L. 4602). ShoUld such courses not be

available pupils may select any other school, for the available courses.._

and the sending school district shall pay nonresident.tuition (Ed. L. 2045).

Advisory councils. with described duties and functions need to be appointed

for occupational edUcation'programs (Ed. E. 4601).°

0 As required by Regents Rules and Commissioner's Regulations

(1) .High School (CR 100)

An approved high school four-year course of study shall
inpde the following units of work or their equivalent:

English 4 4 units

social studies (including 1 year of
American history) 3 units

science 1
-
unit

health 1 1/2 unit

physical educatidn.

Science shall be included in the ninth Ayear guidance'and coufiaeling
.

service shall be provided, including the servicesof personnel' certified

for gui ance service. These subjects shall constitute the cbnstants or re=

quired s jects_4ndshali be'offered in accordance with the State syllabuses.

Eachpupil shall also complete a three-year sequence in one of the follow-
,

ing fields; science, mathematics;/foreign language, music; art, practical

arts (including business, home ecodomics, industrial arts, and agriculture)
,

and occupational subjec.V. Additional free electives shall be studied to

t

make a total of,16 units as,tbe'basic requirements tor a,loeal diploma for

the four-year high school. The completion of a.total of 18 units is re-'

quired,fora -State' Regents Diploma. The 18 units shall includeIdnit of

mathematics and thb passing of,Regentb examinations in certain specified
1

subjects Where Regents, examinatians are given. The passing of *a-Regents
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examination in 9th

mathematiCs. (The

year mathematics is not required for a sequence in.,
.1,
writing of the 9th year Regents mathematics ixamina-

,

-

tion is optional:) (CR 103),

A unit is a year's

a week of 40 minu of

,'rk in a subject reqUiring four or fiv,e',periods

prepared c lass roorh° work (CR 100 . 2a) . Each clan
A

in each week o the school year

recitations

is required to ave a minimum o

i English, which shall include the
t °

literatur- and practice in composition.

(2) Junior High School

Grades .7 to 9 shall_ 'include:

English
social studies.o
science
mathematic,s ,

ttrdy;of

(RR' 3i 33-a-2)

i

layguage
*

0

k'-ealtFy education
Visual arts
music
prasticar'',arta;

There shall be partial or.toroplete departmen afergini4rtioi
,-- and effective .plan Of pupil guidance, includiag Vie '4ervicei

. ,Y ' :0 : . . i;
,

43certified for _guidance service. ,(_CR ..00...r4).. Theopract4Cil Nt__--
-.. ',"-- ., O ', .. , ', *'

ment may be satisfied by er hose eoofipmiCs .oe'ilfdusttial'
. .. . , ;,-A

etnative. theittlieet", ... viz. .2. ..coMbination of bot
. .

. or by ak ape oroved

of the .r nireiient. There s no sex'. dfscrtkilik icAlii
1.. i ..._ ,.

program eAcept for,eclaSso,s, 'in -,aeic 'e troxPtida
-.. ,-,

% . ',.".-fir ---, .... .

espoTt, in phys'ic41 edubaq gulationsi .. , .. o 45, i, .,

.E.V. implemeryting ii44.5,..

students1n any

-Certain contact

Deparemegt of H

-.111ducat ion .Apt

lefinite ° .°

lib

ersOrtgl:

s:t "
res ,, or 4

'0,!)

.e. n; tent
,

scitedtii4

tad roc .
f U.S., .-

.

he. :E :6men ta:rys.aild ..gecqn,dary

.,. ,
, : , .,. eye

,
(31.'1 Sistal_Educati.o:n....' ,

ettr'''e=`;'' .

- , . .-
...

. All puhric 04 nor.41411,4,14p pupils in gradesIC-6tsharP.ttereitipate ..'
, - . o .. . . . r . .

, ,. _.. .
in the physical' educatlipppogram on a 41134. trasis..., ThcMlnitutim tims-;

.devoted to
i
Such..1i '-,°thall bivat least 12Q m4140 in 4*acti. cal:alder
, .'

week, exCluste; o f - Arty time., that may be;. required for 4 ri8aiii4g and ShovIeriug;
.. : -.7 . - .

-0.- .

.e>- .
or At Drc,e'vi,ded..t,°10-.11i'iquitalent _program approved' by the mmissionery:ai '. °die" . ,:,,-.-1 :, 1) . ' .4"' / ,

ion
,:...

R 13
1". : .. . AO,;(tE9 1 _ , . .

..1,..:....- 1/'
,..

lb. .I 0
A ,

.
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4nd;,nonpublIc

tunity for'd4ily c-Sucatio

teacher, and 411 such pupils shall

.

plogram a minimum of thre'p periods
, ":,'-

'rNt

.,

.4 I
c,:5

ceaCti':S Ch001 year ga twO. periods- d
. . c

..,,

.4. an:equivalent program-approved by

Other alternative'w'ays of

/-education for secoft4ary, upils and

is. .. ,, ".

.

secondary pupil, shall, have the °prior-
. , .

n, taught :by aTCertilied'physical education'
.

--),

partiCiliate in the-physical-education .

.. 1 .

per calendar week. during One semester of

uring thesothe%rmester; or as provided In'

the Commissioner of Education (CR 135.4)

Meeting the time in physical-
.

. - .
'oth'er requirement7s.pertaining td plans;

curr4.c°1ut; attend.anc,,personnel, facilities, administptive procedures

and eAr ss athletic activities ar$sef forth Se tion 135:4 of the

Regulations_of the'COmmissiOner Of Education

Girls may participate on fhe s

compatitiOn-in the sports' of arche

.gymnestics; cross country,

e team wi

badminton",

,board, skiing, nming

field, provided'the

such,spOrt"does

cages, the 'p
. -

girl or

, sports
. -.,,

.0- ,

that- s

Occu

ri ery, rOwrhg (but

d diving, tablee

bays in interschOlastic

owling, lancing, golf,

only as coxswain), shuffle.

is; tennis, and Vi'ack and

chool,attended by
r.

t maintain a girls
.

cipalor the thief exe

r s to participate b yST tea

t 1.

1 wishing to. pardicipate in any

m in tha 14 exceptional*

of a school may permit
.

in a 'designated sport or4
_

chool maintains' a girls' team in
low

ve offic

otwithstanding

/

oft or sports (CR 1 .4 ,(4))

fac that the

s'107

..

Anal Education

program of occupatio

tion for all, age groups

, /'
i.

of employment in n6

educational activi s

,trional clubs, counS

prof

1 cduCation may be p

preparation at all

sional occupation g.

ovided by a boardpf
, -1

vels,andifor all kinds

_
lattd and suppOrting

experience. sendentoccupa-
-.... A

tion an4 orientation, remed

'shall

nclude cooperative wor
4' t.

ing,-platement, explOr

..and enabling. inst

.

meet the needs

,directly ,r

-or fie

Iction..(CR 141.2) Approve occu V' - 111

,
qterestA,' and abilities of .the persons enrctifell'and be

.

ated/to.entrance, contyruaace, or advancement'i an
. ,
tt,

of oc upation's. (CR 141.3)-

_47 -
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Diploma requirements for industrial arts educatibn and nonvocar

tianal courses in agricultiral.education, burliness and office-education,

distributive education and home economics education'follaw the sane
14

requirementss those ascribed to the academic subjepslreas. (CR 100)

(CR 103)

(n. Safety'ducation
.

Instruction in safety education, including highway and traffic

safety, and bicycle safd*, shall be given to all pupils in elementary

and secondary grades. The program must provide the minimum equivalent

of thirty periods of instruction in grades 1-9 and fifteen periods of

instruction in grades 10-12..(CR 107.1)

(6) Health EaUcation
.

The secondary school curriculum shall include health educati,/'
. o

as a constant for all pupils. In addition tocontinued health guidaice
.r.

in the junior highlschoolgraded provision shall bemade for a separate

one-half year. course. Provision shall also bemade fOr'o
#
approved one-half

. -

unit course in the seuior,htgh school and it, a,requirement for

.00 graduation. Health education shall be required for all pupils rin the .

\
Ele

0 e -

. . .. '

juniof and senioy high'grades an should be taught by,a teacher bolding,

, ' .,
a certificate to teach health. kmemberiof eacli faculty with approved`' .

t
.

.. ! ..

preparation shallbe designated as ilealth.coordinator.
A. - -7 .

Health intion,in the elementary school giades emphaiizes

the development of debirable health behavior, -attitudes and knwledge
.

, on the part of children in the-kindergarten and primary. grades. In
.

., .
.

grades 4, 5, and 6' provision shall be mane fotdplanned unitsvf.tedChing

which shall include.heitith instruction. Health education ii the

elementary scho2Ifildei shall be carrieckon byothe iegullar classroom
J
r- ,

-
teacher. (CR 135.3)

110 -
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5. Examinations
-

a) Elementary and secondary schools shall nister such examina-

tions as are .designated by the Commissioner as decessary for proper

. supervision or ealnation of'educational programs. (CR 102.2)

b) Building principals are responsible for administering Department

examinations and maintaining the integrity of examination content and

programs, in accordance .with directionsand procedures established by

the Counissloner. (CR-102.3)

. ,
c) To receive State aid.for secondary school pupils, school districts

. 7

mustimake general use of Regents examinations. The use.of the Regents

examinaticin in ninth grade:mathematics, however, shall be optional.
b

Further, local school examinations.tay be approved inlieu of Regents

examinations under. exceptional circumstances at thediscretion of the

2..:16:1 Commissioner. (ft 3.35) z

d) Regents' examinations may bi administered only in

s

regiptered-
.

,

secondary schools. (RR 3.30) Such schoOls may administer Regents.eianinaL
.

.

,
. .

.

tions to any'eligible pup/ il at any regularly scheduled examination period,

......-

including the summer examination perfod..
.

e) No pupil vino has-studied a subject at an approved school for the
'.

minitium 'period of time prescribed -by the COmmissioner shall be.bai'red.by

. I .

such school'from the Regents examination in that subject. Other persons

may be admitted to Regents-exaMlnations at thliscretion oI the,'

rincipal for purposes of denbnstrating-academic proficiencY through

indepen outrof-sChool,.or other study. (RR 8.2)`

f) The princip authorized to cancel the RSgents examinatton

ithe examination; and to excludeof any strident found guilty of

such stu et. from future Regents examimati Before such penalty is

applied, c ever, the atudenyaccused of fraud AIX given an opportunity

- 9 -

14



for a hearing, accomgadied by parents and attorney, before the Board
.

of Education or designated representative: (CR 102.4)

6. Diplomas
.

a) Local High-School Diplomas. A Board of Education may ipsue

suitable certificates, and diplomas under its own seal. '(Ed. L. 26)

Any high school diploma so conferred must represent completion of; the
4

equivalent of the approved 4 -year secondary school program, including

the curriculum constants and covering a minimum of 16 units in grades 9

to 12, or 12 units in the senior high school, grades 10 -12, exclusive of

units that may be granted for physical education. .( .45; CR 100.2)

The passing of Regents examinations is not required. The Board of .

Education shall establish standards for the promotion or graduation of

pOpils, as their scholarship shall warrant. (Ed. L. 1709)

b) Regents High School Diplomas. e Regents high school diploma

may be conferred by the Boaid of Educe

separate diploma bearing the seal of the)kegents or by indicating Regents

endorsement of the local high school diploma. In either case, issuance

N

either by issuance of a

of the Regents dipj.oMa shall signify/cOmOletion of the following

2

requirements in additionto those for the local high school' diploma:

(1) completion of a minimtim'of at least 18 units in grades 9-to 12;

inblu4ing,at least one unit of mathematics, and (2) thepassifig of
A

Regents examinations in English, social studies, and a 3-year,sequence,

providedthar Regents ations,areoftered in such sequence, and

except that the passin of a Re ents examination in 9th year - mathematics

shalruot be re ed for a seq ce iii mathematics.;(CR 103.2) Ratings

obtained in e

Board may at

, .

anions adMinis ered by the College Entrance Examinatidn-

...,

,

tbe discretion of th Cbmoissioner bexaccepted in whole or
- .

in part. as basis for a,,,,Regents high schobl diploma. (CR 103.1)

c) DiRlona/Rquir ts - Basic _Competency Tests. Effective with

-of Sone- 1979,- students -wdll red t.-o -pars-

1p -
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the New York Stank Ba ic CompetencyExaminations in reading and mathe-

'matics to be e award of a diploma by any high school ih this

.

. . .

State. This r lareMent is in addition to all other State and local

1104
diploma awardl oments. Similar competency tests. in civics and citizen-

ship; cience and health and driig.e.ducation; and written
1.

,

expression artiAder development and will be experimentally tested for
1 i,

il

such purposes'in the future. Certain handicapped students may be excused
1 I

from taking tai e tests.by school district officials. However, such

' r i

c
ents willinbt be eligible for award of the high school diploma. School

districts mat; develop appropri ificates of achievement for pupils who

are'nbt able -to successfully complete the Basic Competency Test. (Action of

the Board of 'Rogents on 3/26/76)-

d) High School Equivalency Diploma. Residents of New York State

whO ar) at least 19 years of age may be issued a State High School Equiva-

lency Diploma.by the egentk. if they have achieved a satisfactory score in

a,special'examinaton a.. istered by; theQCommissioner for that purpose, or

if they havesatisfaborily ..feted at least 24 credits-of college study.-

The minimum ago reqairement may b- reduced to 17 years if the candidate has

been- out of school for a least one eax, or was a member of a high school

class that has'graduated (CR 1033) Boards of Education specified by the'

Commissioner may -awar a local high school equivalency diploma based upon

experimental p grams appioved by bhe_Commissioner. (CR 103.4).

Handicapped Chil ren

A "handicapped child" is one who, beciase of mental, physical, or

emoiloaal reasons, or any combination theyeof, is not benefiting from or

*cannot be expel ,e Btn 'it from regular classroom instruction but who

can benefit.from special services and,programs. All school districts are

required to furnish suitable educational facilities fo andicapped

children from their fifth birthday until the of the school year"

during which they attain their tWenty-first rthday.
"-.

-
Each school district shall establish and maintain a committee on

the handicapped or contract with a DOLES to secure the assistance Of



such a committee. The responsibiliti

and evaluating the.status of e ch

district and recommending plac

appropriate program.-(9R 200.2

The need of the i di*vidua

be provided. School districts

,ransportation to school, or s

vision of these services with''

contract with a nonpublic agen

A,board of education hag t

ferie CommAttee incliide.reviewiqg

ndicapped pupil within the school

t for each )rand capped pupil in an

Child shall determine which services shall

are required to provide home-teaching,

ccial classet; to contract for the pro -

pother gChool district or a BOCES; or to

or izistitution (404-2-b).

e responsibility "t4 provide appropriate

ional programs for all ba dicapped children
91/

.f --

acrd his ,the-prerogaty4O. provide such'Prow

04ablWhing special cusses, or transportation to

Section 4404). Such

ams ay means of home-teaching,

ther schools. It is

authored apd empowered, but not required, to contract for the education of

handicapped ildren in,special classes maintained by a BOCES, another

-t,
school d,ittrict, or a private school. (Section 440,4, Section 4406)

Additional apporticament for local district instructional programs for

handicapped students was pro4ider4yr'lehislatiop. in J974 (Chapter 241

for pupils with handicapping conditions (trainable Mentally retarded,

educable mentally retarded, visually impaired, hearing impaired, physically

hand/ ed, severely 'speech impaired, or emotionally disturbed) in any

district and severely haAdicappedpupilg (severely crippled and health im-
.

paired, severely handicappeekdeaf), severely emotionally disturbed,

multiple handicapped, and trainable mentally retarded) in the five largest

school districtg. Districts may develop educationally advantageous programs

through special aasses, resource rooms; itinerant teachers, or other

special; services provided by New York State teachers certified in the area

of the handicapping ,condition in which these programs are being offered.'

CDistricte must meet program approvalg planning, -and'reporting requirements

in order to qualify'for the additional state aid. (CR 200.6)'

- 12.--
i
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8. School Libraries

-4

Each elementary and secondary ichool is required to establish and main-

tain a school. library. Unless otherwise authorized, every secondary' school

. is required to employ a certified school lilrary media specialist. .A full

time assistant certified school lib/ary media specialist is required for

each 1,000 pupils after the first 11000. Summer schools rust keep the school'.'"

library open during the summer session under the supervilion of the certified

school library media specialist. .(GA 91Y

9. Continuing.Education

Fret continuing education schools shall be provided'lif 20 or more persons

over 16 years of age apply. Such schools shall give instruction in speaking,

readings and writing English and such additional subjects as may be adapted

-
to ther.ueeds of the students applying far instruction and shall meet at least .

twice a week, for two-hour sessions,, for 50 sessions a year. (Ed. L., 1712),

eR 161;1) In addition, a board of education mayr
schools fqr adults'as: cititenship schools wie

establish day And evening

Instructionifor the foreign,

-
..._ __

born, illiterate, and non-Englishspeaking persons; generat schools with
.e

O
.'

.

instruction in. secondary academic and approved vocational sniljects; recreation,
, k .

and leisure time schools for those general activities; (Ed. L. 4605)

10. Licensed Private Schools and Registered Business Schools

j- dire Regents shall license each private school and,,register each buspess'
.

,
a

school that offers occupational preparationin residence'or by correspondence.

-Licenses or registration may be suspanded,or revoked when therCommissioner

of Education concludes that schools are not complying with the provisions

of the law qr the Regents Rules and COmmisSioner's Regulations Agents rep-

resenting such schools for solicitatton purposes must obtain individual

-,ceetification issued by the Education Department that assures agents are

fully responsible in' the placwot their.ptIncipal.fOr,tho actions- statements.

and condutt.of-their certified agentS..(Ed. L. 5001 through 5004)

e.:=, 13 -
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11. Disaster Planning and Civil Preparedness in Sihools /

Each school district must hold one meeting,annually of all members

-
of the school staff to review the emergency/ GO HOME" plan of operation.

In this connection, it must be clear0 understood that in the event of a

state emergency the "GO HOME" plat shall not be initiated until so ordered

by the local\director of Disasier'And Ctvi reparedness. The "GO HOME"

plat should be dated annually and file with the local Civil Preparedness

office no,later tha November 10 of ch year.

In schools containing a licensed, marked, and stocked fallout shelter

there shall be at 1 one shelter drill prior to December .31 each school

year. Accomplishment f such drill is to be reported to the, local office

oitivilreparedness.

In school buildings not having allout shelters as described above, xhe

"safest area or areas",where children could be sheltered must be dete

and one drill moving all students and st f to such "safest area" sh4ill be :

accomplished prior to December,31 each schdel_year. Accomplishment of such

drill is to bis reported -.to the local office of Civil reparedness. Addition-
'

the administrattr shall arrange for three class ods of instruction

based on Strand V of the health education turiltUlum, or on other appropriate

---course a

'(These mandates are promulgated under. the authority of the-New York
---

State Defense Emergency Act and relateCiiieites-e---Emergency-Laws--ofsi-170 and are

coordinated by the-Office of.Natural Disaster and Civil Preparedness of the

Division of Military i AtiVat 'Matrw,iifthe Executive Department. They

are adminiacered by the local Office of Disaster or Civil Preparedness or

Defense.)

12. Fire Drills

Fire drills must be conducted in both public and nonpublic schools

where there"are more than 25 pupils aitending a particular school o0fhere

. .
school is conducted in a building-two, or more stories 40. There must be

h-

19



tw ve such hldrills conducted during each school year eight of which must

be held between.Septembe and December 1 of each year. Two drills must
.0,0"

be cdnducte -bUildings carrying on a summer school prograk. One of these.,

held during the first week of summer school. (Ed. L., 80D

Suspension of a Minor

A minor may be suspended from School for a period not exceeding fiv
A

school d S by the district principacor building principal,if the power

do so has een delegated by the board of education as.the result of the

adoption o _hylaws.

If a nor is suspended,.the minor and the person in par ental relat

'to him can, on request, be given an opportunity for an informal confp

with_the principal at which time the.person in parental relatioeffall b

.....

authorized to ask questions of complaining witnessesd, A superinten

of schools may suspend minors for more than five schgpl days but must

provide an opportunity for a fair hearing' to the 'pupil tikeperson in

to .

parental relation. (Ed. L., 3214)
. _

14.. Language of Instruction

In the teaching of the subjects of instruction-other than foreign

languages, English shall'be the language of ins tion, and textbooks us

shall be written in English, exceai th- or a period of three years, from

date of enrollment in schodl, pupils who, by reason of foreign birth, anc .e

or ot experience difficulty in reading.and understandirig English,.

the discr iok of the board of education, board of trustees -or trustee,

ry
t

instructed i alliSubjects in their native language and in English. (Ed. L.; \3204)

15. Released Ti

Abse

e - lous Edu ation'

ce of a pupil from school during.sPhool hours for religious

education to be had outside the school building and grounds will be excused

upon the request in writing signed by the parent or guardian of the pupil.
. ,

(CR 109.2a)

Such absence shall be for not more ehit one hour each week at, the

close of either the morning or afternoon tessiorr, et -both, at a

20



time-to be fixed by the local school authorities, provided that the

. time designated for each separate unit, the primary grades (k -3),

--,,l'intermediate grades (4-6), junior high school grades (7-9), and senior
,

high school grades (10-12) shall be the same for ail pupils in that

unit in each separate schopl. Notwithstanding the foregoing, "a board of

education, in its discretion, may peimit pupils in the various units

,

which are departmentalized tb be :released for not more than one hour a

week in groups that may include less than whole units at such times and

upon such conditions as such board of education may deem prdperl in no

-event may any pupil be released for more than one hour a week.o(CR 109.2e

B. NONINSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM

1. Educational Facilities

Eeph school district shall provide suitable and adequate schoo.1.1-

buildings and grounds for the instruction and accommodation of-the

pupils of sucn district. (RR 14.1) No schoolhouse may be constructed,

,repaiied, enlarged, or remodeled, except in cities having a population

of-1,000,000 or more, unless'plahs_anA(specificationsitlfreof have beyn
.

.e
-

approved by the Commissioner. Such apprbval 'shall not be given unless

40`

plans and specifications proVide Ior heating, ventilation, lighting,,

sanitation, storm:drainage; and'health, fire, and accident protection
t4

adequate to maintain healthful; safe, and.Comfortable conditions, therein.

(Ed. L. 408)

Sites for the construction or enlargement of, school buildings shall

be approved-by the Commissioner, provided they have been selected wi'f

.reasonable consideration caocist, size, lOcation,-educational,adapta-
_

bility; coUservation.of natural resources, and avoidance of environmental'

problems. (CR 155.l.c)

21
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The number,

educational faci

'.needs of school

types, space requirements, and pupil capacities of
. - -

tel

ties shall be inrelation to the' presen and projected

ict programs nd shall be consistent ith a compre-

hensive long-range'plan of,the district pertaining to edu tional facilities.

Facilities shall be planned, designed, and constructed to ovide for,

the health and safety of occupants and shall support an en ronment

conducive to learning. Consideration Shall be given to educational

efficiency, initial and long-range economy, conservation of natur 1
I.)

,

resources, and practicality. (CR 155.1)

Educational facilities, other than-in city school districts of

cities having over 125,000 inhabitants, shall comply with specific

requirements to insure (1) the health and safety and (2) the accident
*

protection of .occupants. (CR 155.3) . .

No temporary school .buildings, other than in'city school

'districts of cities having over a25,000 inhabitants, shall be used

without the annual approval c the °Commissioner. (CR 155.4)

Buildings containing cl ssrooM, dormitory, laboratory,phygical

education, dining; or recreatio facilities for star use of

any public or private school shall be insp dted at lea nnually'foi

fire, Hazards. The inspection shall be conducte or,tellecetber'l

of each school year and a report of the inspection, on a form prescribed

by the Commissioner, sh.all be filed with the Commissioner by becenber 16.

(Ed. L. 807a)

2. Transportation

The COmmissioner shall plan and approve each bus route to assure

maximum efficiency in the operation of a school bus on such a route..

(Ed, L. 3622)

o

2 2
-



No bus shall be purchased by a school district until it has been"N

approved by the Commissioner. The Commissioner is also required td,

establish rules and regulatiods for eidergency drills. (Ed. h. 3623)

The Commissioner shall determine and define the qualifications of

dries and shall make rules and regulations governing the operation

of all transportation facilities used by pupils at public expense.,

(Ed. L. 3624)

Transportation shali.ba pr vided,for all children in grades kinder-

garten through 8 residing more 'han 2 tiles and for all childrein grades

9 through 12 residing more than 3 miles from the school legally attended,

up to a distance of 15 miles. (E . L. 3635)

In the, case of a child atte ding a parochial school of his denomi:-.

nation, transportation is requir only to the nearest available

parochial school of his denominat on. (Ed. L. 363.5),

Transportation is requited f r handicapped children as determined

by the needs of the individual chi d. For such transportation, the 2-

and 3-mile tinimjnisdistence.provis ons do not apply, and the maximum

distance is based on the child's ow best interests and 'special educa-

tional needs. (Ed. L. 1604, 1709, 2'03, 2554, and 4404)

.

In city school districts the pt tute does not requird transpor-

----tation for any except handicapped ch dren. 13oards of education, however

may. provide transportation, but if, so it must'be provided to all /.

children in like circumstances. An.en arged city school district s

required to pro'Vide transportation for ch 'dren residing outside'the "

city limits in accordance with the 2-,.3-, and mile limiLa,explailed

above. (Ed. 210, 2554, and 3635)'

The Commissioner's Regulations set fortt the standar .for dpproval-

of routes andseating.capacitiek, bus purchases, leasing of b

ler

23
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.
Aransportatioh Contracts, annual extensions of transportation contr ots,:

and safety regulations for drOers and pupils, which include.pro ision

for conducting a minimuwof 3 emergency drills on school bus-.- annually.

(CR-156)

3. School District Organization

There are in the State several different forms of school district

organization, viz:

Common school districts
(which may not maintain hie schools 4......--td L., 111-19.

'Union free school districts,4 Ed. L., 17 1-24

Central school districts..y4,' ,14--.Ed. L., 1801-09

Central high school distriCts., Ed. L., 1901-11

.

City school districts' Ed. L., 2501-31
2550-87

The Commissioner is authorized to lay out central school districts

consisting of areas olitside,certain city "school districts suitable for

the establishment of central schools. (Ed. L., 1801) The Commissioner

is also'authorized to'designate areas contiguous to cities suitable for

,consolidation with the cities as enlarge'd city school districts (Ed. L.,

1526). A local referendum is required before any such reorganizatiOn

'becomes effective. Any contiguous school district may at an annual oir

special district meeting vote to consolidate with a city school district.

having a population of less than 125,000. (Ed. L., 1524).

The joint legislative committee on schooLdistrict.reorganiza on

"r adopted the Maiter Plan 'for School District Reorganization at e con-
- 1

clusion of-its study in 1947 (legislative document No. 947).

Chapter 723 of the Laws of 1956, with subsequent change =, including

A
aq

Chapter 745 of the Laws of 1965; requires the Commiss oner to keep up

.
to date the Master Plan, now called the State Plan (Ed. L., 314). The

Commissioner is authorized to make.studies and s rveys necessary to

. -
- 19 - /
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©.

review therecommendatians for reorga ization. Factors taken into con-.

'sideration are pupil enrollments, educationhl needs, transportation

conditions, geographic conditions, and.pioperty valued in rela on to

they ability to support adequate educational programs..

(
Where dist ,initlate =consolidation locally, the proposed con=

. I ,

solidation must bk_approved by dreCommi'ssioner. (Ed. L'r, 1511, 1522,

-

1524)
\

Boards of cooperative educational services may be established by

. . ,

the Commissioner to Carry' out aprogram'of'sivred edycational services ,

and to provide instruction in such special subjects as the Commissioner

may Uppro ..(Ed. L., 1950

h SerVices

.

a) Medical inspection shall be provided by school authorities for

, 0 ,

' all pupils attending the public schdols in the state,' except ii the city
N

school districts oP e ci'tieAof New York, Buffalo, and Rochesterlwhere

medical insp tion is provided by county.* city health authorities).

'(Ed. L., ) Resident hildren ho attend nonpublic lchools shall be

provides upon reque of the authorit s of a school other than public

nd facilities made available

childte in the public schoolS.I(Ed, C., 912)-

1 -city school districts must t -4Or sickle ce anemia. In

other Aistricts school physician shall determine the eed for

such . (Ed. L., 903& 904)

Districts must provide by contract for health and welfare services

with 11 or any ealth and welfare services
\* 0

".

to resident pupils attending_ nonpublic schools locatedin othersChOol

----------distklicts when requested.

b) All schoOIS-except in the 'citi school distiiccs of the cities
_.._

--,

, .

of. New York, Buffalo, and Rochester shall to a program of health

-_24

25

ac



vice, including heglt

encering the first; third, s
.

enth, fid'10th grades with appr-Opriate
. t.

/
A

for entering students dnd those

follow up, maintenance o cumulative

7:
ventive' and corrective easurei,

sports,' examinations/ employment

5." Registration of % darychools

UT records, guidance in pre-"
rly examinations for interscholastic

certificates,
.

etc: '(CR 136)'

Secondary s obls may upon prope

inspection_be reilstered .-o-Cadmitted to the University, by vote of

ehe Reg- (RR-3:30) The curricUlumrequirements for registration.of,

, 4
publi high, soliools are set foren-in'the Commissioner's Regulatio

ication and after Official

.(C 100.1)
o

1
In order to-be recommended fo gistration; i public'secondary

,.4;
: , ,

.

school mUsthave II /IIan enr ent of at least 700 Pupils' in grades 7 to

---

,

.

12a, un Commissioner Is satisfied that bye cause of, density of

ation or othkitacters the; registration of d secondary school -with
.

.a.wmaller enrollment is .essential to 'grope ly.serve the educationarwelf4i'e

of the children concerned.
. 6. .

(CR _101:2g)

fe;.

,

/

w

I
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To aid and

the equivalency

the boundary of

I Definitions

APPENDIX A )

Equivalency for Noepublic Schools

asststlocal public school authorities in determining

of instructibn inihe nonpubliic Sdhoa sector within

a public school district, the following guidelines are :Ifferedi
-

The terms "equivalent" and "substantially equivalent" as contained in

. ,

the Education the Regents Rules and the Regulations of the Commidgioner,

of Education signify equal in substance but riot the. same in form.

In the Regulations 9f the Commissioner the term "equivalent4is. syhonymous.

with the terms "acceptable, adequate, approved, suitable, sufficient" and means

.as such in

the school

the judgment, of the Commissioner. In keeping with the above,

r.

authority as representing they ComMissioner is allowed a latitude

of iateiptetation in judging equivalency.

II Program:. '

A-Elementary Schools

1 -

Sectian3204 of the Education Law and,Section 1004,1eOf the Regula- : .

-.".fisPIO:of/the.Col,issicne!;set fopCif,ehe recTuirr-145.it'S:t4e--tZlight.;%-:-.
. t ,

4 . ali of the first eight grades of all Of the, schools inr.tlEe State (Rf Minimum,
mii,

It is reasonable to expect that by 110 end. of: iill: egh
,,,

-.W. .1,, -,.

Standards).

all Monpub schools in the state shall cover all s'uhject areas as do the
. .

public elementary schools. In addition to the basic subjects indicated

aboVe, all schools of the state shall include intheir curriculuAPcerekin

special sobjeqs such as patriotikettizenshiv.gtc. as indicated in
- -

Seftions 801 to 810 of the Education tiW. ' "If such courses bare not so
. .% ,

established and maintained in a private school attendance upon such instruc-

tion not be devImedillibbtantially equivaiene'to the instructionr---in

the publfc schools of the city or, district in-iwkich the pupil resides." (Ed. I.,

Sect. 801 Par. 1)

'- 22 -
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1pB.zSecondary IS

All secondary schools shall have approved course ofstudy as

contained in Section 100.1 of the Regulations of the Comassioner. In

addition to these requirements all schools shall teach those areas de-
.

scribed.in Sections 801-810 of the Education 1.,aw.as mentioned in the

above section on Elementary Education.

III Buildings and Equipment

A-Elementary

Every elementary nonpublic school should be housed in a building

adequate to carry on an elementary school program. The buildingshould

be safeand should be provided with adequate sanitary facilities and'

equipment. Every school shoullphave sufficient equipment and supplies

to carry on the proliam in eadh'of the subject areas.

B-Secondary Schools

B.

Every secondary nonpublic school shoulTtbe hotsed in a building adequate

to carry on a secondary school program The buil should include

'icalsroons, scierverooms; phy4cakedyca *Wig
v.-Act

. .
.

sOecial roo4s.. The 1piary4taust hive an "adequate collection of books,
. ..

periodicals and reference materials that are appropriate for secondayl
A_ 0
;

.

school pupils. The library should be under the Supervision of a qualified

-
./

'

''school librarian. Each school should haye adequate supplies and
.

equipment-
,

to carry on ,a secondary program ,in each the subject a

The building.should be safe and should /be provid with adequate

sanitary facilities and equipment.

...IV Staff

Every elementary and secondary nonpub4ie school should provide

a qualified admAistrative, sup*isot) and teaching staff'to carry on an

elementary or secondary sthopl p gun. Pupil-teacher ratio shOuld be at
.

V
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a level thatt will permit'arkgadequate educational program.' Teachers should

have background training which would enable them to teach on the elementary

or secondary level.

V School Year

The school year of an elementary or secondary nonpublic school should

be of sufficient length to adequately and successfully cover the total

curriculum (program) of thechoOl. Irschool-year should be comparable

in length_to that of the public school.

VI Attendance

Every elementary'and secondary nonp c school must - enforce the

compUlsory attendance law as it refers to its

with the public Sehobl,in the distriCt in

r

C

tudent body. Cooperation

ich the nonpublic

located should be sought in this area of law enfOrcement.

Stite Education bepartment's Role in Determining Equivalency

. On request of either

Department is prepwd

school is

publiC or nonpubliC school officials, the

sist in any equirballencylappralsal: Such requests

shoUld be directed to the Bureau of

tIor
turn will involve other appropriate

/

.

Nonpublic School Services which.in

Department persbnnel. N

29'
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Apportionment

APPENDIX B

Selected References

Ed. bk., 26b4

Corporal Punishment. Penal L. 35.10

Curricula

Dismissal of Probationary Teachers Ed. L., 3031

Exemption from Attendance CR 101.2

Eftployment of Minors Labot Law 171b1

Ed. L., 3604, RR 28,CR 101

Evening Schools

Fire inspection

Length of School Dig

Middle School

Nonresident Academic Pupils

Part -Ti ,Sghools

CR 166

Ed. L., 807

CR 175.5

CR 80.2

Ed. L., 2045, Comm. Decisions
810 b 7878

Ed. I.,%4601

for Damaged School Property Sect. 757 Fanily Court Act,

, . Laws of 1970 Sect. 993

Powers and Duties of Board of Education Ed. L., 1709

. Pupil Dress

Religious Observagce CR 109.2
. _

Comm. Decisions 18130, 3035, 3211

School Size CR 101.2g

. Census Ed. L., 3243,

Calendar Ed. L., 3604

,t

Shop-Lab Saf4ty GlasSes f.-.
Ed. L., 409a

4cht4_

eadherz/Aides
.,_.

-.... ,
4 :,., Teacher Assistarit

teacher Ceitification

Teachg.Tenure

Temporary School Quarters

`Treiaaportation

UseOf Regents Ezatmimations

0

I

ft-, 25

CR 110

CR 80.33

CR 80.33

Ed. L., 3009 3010

Ed. t.,3013

CR 167, 168

,Ed. LA, 3621, 3635

RR 28
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References in Education_ Law - Nonpublic 'Schools

ApportiOnvent

Compulsory Attendance

Special Educatioh

-eurriculam-

Sett
Art. 12, Title I; 3210 (2) v

4(.04

Sec.-601, 803 (4), 804a (4),

Textbooks

.

TranspOrtation

Records & Reports

Health & Welfare

. -

Vocational Education

. ,

Safety

.

c701

1907,

3211;

912.

409a,

290

POMO AY. ME * *U' OF

806, 808. 3204

3635

3222_-

807, 807a, 807c

I
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